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To THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF HAVERHILL, ©: 
AT WHOSE REQUEST IT 18 PUBLISHED, x 
| THIS HUMBLE SKETCH 
OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE MAN, 3 |; 
WHOM HIS COUNTRY AND THE WORLD oF 
HAVE. DELIGHTED TO HONOR, % 
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 
BY THIER OBEDIENT SERVANT AND | 
FELLOW CITIZEN, W. | 
i THE AUTHOR. © 
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HAVERHILL, FEBRUARY 22d, 1800. 
AT a legal town meeting held by adjournment— 
Voted, — That the Seletmen be requeſted to precure printed as 
many copies of the Reverend Azigr Azzort's Eulogy, this 
day delivered, together with the InvaLUaBLBLE LAST AD» 
Patss of PazsIDeExnt WASHINGTON, as they ſhall think 
proper ; and that one copy atlea(t be preſented to each tamily. 
p True Copy of Record. 


PHINEAS CARLETON, Towr Clerk. : 
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Culogy, 


. 'THe brighteſt day in the calendar 
of this new world is come ; the day, which gave * 
to America her political favior, the glory of arms, ' 
of councils, and of human nature. Where is the - 
timbrel, the pleaſant harp, with the pſaltery ? Blow | 
the trumpet ; beat the drum ; let the voice of joy 
and gratulation ring from Weſtmoreland to the :. 
utmoſt limits of our federate republic———Ah, : 
hlent 1s every voice, but that of grief ! The harp + 
is turned into mourning ; the organ into the woice of 
them, that weep ! The flute warbles its complaint | 
in ſolemn dirge ; the ſprightly fife ſinks its ſhrill | 


martial note to funeral ſoftneſs ; the animating : 


drum muflles its tones to the ſad concert; and 
the mourning bell, with accent more deep and | 
more mournful, announces the feſtive joys of this * 
natal day gone forever ! 

FE:LLow townſmen, we weep not alone. The + 


millions of our nation are this day an aſſembly of | 
mourners 


= ad. aa 
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mourners. Hark, the voice of grief riſes from 
the unambitious village ; it 1s echoed from the 
ſavage foreſt ; it ſwells even with deeper ſighs 
from the Southern plantations of flavery. The 
villager, the ſavage, the ſlave, has loſt his beſt 


friend. The ſiſter States, hke diſconſolate or- 
phans, lean on their urns of WASHINGTON, 
and thro the organ of their ſenates, mourn their 
departed father. The grand Councils of the na- 
tion turn the halls of ſtate into chambers of 
mourning, and, with filial ſenſibility and official 
pomp, lament their guardian. The /iving father 
of our country mourns over the dead. His great 
ſoul, which ſuſtains a nation's cares, now yields 
itſelf to tenderneſs, and receives condolence from 


weeping counſellors and legiſlators. 


UNPRECEDENTED fcene | Throughout this 
great nation, all characters, private and official ; 
all ages, the blooming, the hoary, and the manly ; 
all parties, the patriotic and the ſelfiſh, unite to 
embalm with their tears the aſhes of WASHING- 
TON. If aught in the power of mortals can re- 
leve the gloom, which fills the venerable man- 
tion at Mount Vernon j if aught can footh the 
afflicted, but magnanimous ſurviver of ſuch an 
huſband, it muſt be effected by theſe ſpontaneous 
teſtimonials of love and veneration. 


Tae day, ſeletted by national authority to pay 
funeral honors to our national benefactor, ſuggeſts 
the 
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the beſt conſolation, of which our minds are fuſ- 


ceptible ; the contemplation of his birth, and il 
luſtrious life and character. 


Taz nativity* of this great man is an era in 
hiſtory. There is ever a prediſpoſition of cauſes 
wiſely arranged by Providence to produce, any 
ſeries of effefts. Is a remnant of the degenerate 
human family to be ſecured from the overwhelm- 
ing deluge ? The virtuous Noah is ſent to build 
the ark. Is an oppreſfled people to burſt the 

ackles of bondage ? Moſes, mighty in words and 
in Heeds is commiſſioned their deliverer. Is a tmall 
nation to enter their promiſed inheritance, @ land 


flowing with milk and honey ? The victorious Joſhua 


leads them in. 1s the new world to be ſevered 
from the old, and an infant nation to riſe into 1n- 
dependence ? WASHINGTON is born. Ameft- 
ca, lately a foreſt from the lakes to the ſhores of 
the Atlantic, riſes a theatre of bold events ; and 
Heaven proportions the Actors to the auguſt 
{cene. Hero thro the whole is WASHING TON ; 
of a band of worthies the worthieſt ; braveſt a- 
mong the brave in war ; and wiſeſt among the 
wile in peace. 


He was the third fon of Mr. Auguſtine Waſh- 
ington, a planter in Virginia, of reſpectable tal- 
ents and reputation, and of large eftate. While 
very young he had the misfortune to loſe Is 
fatherf and cldeſt brother ; but was ſtill blefled 

B with 
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with the prudent care of an excellent mother, by 
whoſe difſuaſion, at the age of #/een, he was pre- 
vented entering into the naval ſervice of England, 
as 2 midſhipman. | 

Hrs morning ſun roſe fair and cloudleſs, preſag- 
ing the ſplendors of its noon and the glories of its 
evening. Endued with abilities ſuch, as his: of- 
ficial ſtations have developed, and with genius 
ſuch, as immortalizes the productions of his pen, 
he aſiduouſly improved his youthful time m cul- 
tivating them, under the dire&tion of a private 
initructor. The taſk of education was carly com- 
pleted ; and at the age, when moſt youths are un- 
der the reſtraint and in{trution of tutors, he com- 
menced a carcer of public ſervice, which had but 
{ſhort interruptions for nearly fifty years. 


GRATEFULLY ſhould we remark the well adapt- 
ed means, by which he was furniſhed for his ap- 
proaching high deſtinies. From the ſchool of let- 
ters Providence called him to the ſchool of arms,* 
in which his young boſom learned to feel the fa- 
cred impulſe of love of country, and his hands to 
practife the neceſſary art of defending her. 


SIGNALIZED even While a boy by his enterpriſ- 
Ing and public ſpirit, at the opening of the fron- 
tier war in 1754, the Governor of Virginia hon- 
ored him, as his meſſenger to remonſtrate with 
the encroaching French. Returning from his 

miſſion 


* In the niacge-nth or twenti*th year of his 2ge he was Adjutant, with the 
rank of Mar, * 
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miſſion unſucceſsful, he received a new pledge of 
public reſpect and confidence in the appointment 
to command a regiment. - His bravery and ad- 
dreſs were ſoon atteſted at a poſt upon the Ohio, 
where, diſappointed of ſuccor from New York, 
he maintained his ground with 400 men againſt 
the French commandant DE VILLIER with 800 ; 
and finally obtained the honorable compromile, 
that the hoſtile parties ſhould leave the field in op- 
pohte directions.* 


Ar a later period of the conteſt, happy might 
it have been for the Britiſh forces in America, if 
the haughty Braddock, whoſe only martial tal- 
ent was courage, and all his © experience, the re- 
view of a regiment of guards at Hyde Park,” had 
reſpected the counſel and cautious policy of this 
youthtul Provincial, then his aid ; it might have 
prevented the fall of the General, the deſtruction 
of one halt of his army, and the inglorious retreat 


'of the other. The dilaiter and the diſgrace mult 


have been total, had not WASHINGTON, like a 
protecling angel, hovered upon their panic ſ{trick- 
en rear, and ſecured the retreat of. troops, which 
it was 1mpoſlible to rally to the charge. But the 
day however dilaſtrous to the ill-fated Braddock, 
covercd the YOUNG. HERO With unfading laurels, 
and gave a juit preſage of. that intrepid coolnels, 


and of thoſe ſuperior military talents, which have : 
been 1o glonoully diſplayed 1n a more important |. 


day. 
Ix 
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In the peace, which ſucceeded, the talents of 
the illuſtrious FARMER could not be concealed by 
the ſhades of Mount Vernon ; and he was called 
to ſerve his country in various civil offices. His 
native State, by electing him to the firſt Amer1- 
can Congrels,* gave teſtimony that his virtues as 
a citizen were not leſs reſpeRable, than his merits 
as a ſoldier had been reſplendent. 


Now let us behold him engaging in the cauſe 
of the Continent at that dark day, when were 
conteſted its deareſt intereſts and independence ; 
at that day, when with a boldneſs, which held 
all Europe in ſuſpenſe and aſtoniſhment, this young 
country dared to caſt the gauntlet to the braveſt 
and moſt potent kingdom in the world. All was 
doubt and uncertainty. The timidly prudent 
foreſaw evil and hid themſelves. Many eſpouſed 
the cauſe of the parent country ; more held a neu- 
tral or wavering poſition ; al/ trembled at the 
vaſt deſign ; all ſhuddered at the rifing ftorm 
gathering with tempeſtuous blackneſs. War was 
called rebellion, and its leaders traitors. In the 
event of defeat, confiſcation of eſtate and a gib- 
bet were all the tender mercics to be expected by 
thoſe, who ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 
Colomal Armies or Councils. The varying poli- 
cy of the Engliſh cabinet alſo mingled temptation 
with terror ; and princely rewards were offered 
to elicite leading men to the royal ſtandard. 

IT 
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Ir was at fuch a time that WASHINGTON 
diſdained a mercenary calculation upon life and 
intereſt, and even upon glory, to a ſoldier dearer, 
than both ; and accepted* a commiſhton from 
Congreſs to command an army, which had no 
experience but of wrongs, and no military diſpo- 
ſition, but what conſiſted in reſentment of op- 
preſſion, and invincible love of liberty. What, 
tho the war was a conflit between manhood and 
infancy ; between a well organized government 
and an unſettled democracy ; between a well ap- 
pointed army, ſupported by a navy the miſtreſs 
of the ſeas, and a few haſty recruits, which left 
their families and ploughs, ſpurred by the enthu- 
ftaſm of the moment ; his confidence lay in heav- 
en and the righteouſneſs of the caule. 


TzLL ye, who felt it, what joy his vonammous 
appointment inſpired thro the country, and his 


- arrival at Cambridgef diffuſed among the troops. 


Then firſt it was that war on our part received 
ſyſtem, and an army of farmers afſumed diſcipline. 
The rigor of oppreſſion, practiſed in the Capital 
of this State, ſoon began to remit ; and the Brit- 
iſh General, awed by the hero of Monongahela, 
provided for his ſafety by a haſty retreat. 


In the performance of an hour you will not 
expect the detail of his glory in a memorable eight 
years' war. Read his culogy on the immortal 
pages ot Ramſay, In that eventful day, many 

did 
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aid the preſſure of the occaſion bring into the 
field, who ſerved their country with noble talents 
and with as pure a zeal, as WASHINGTON ; 20! 
ne, however, with purer zeal, nor one with tal- 
ents ſo great, ſo original, 10 aſtoniſhing, as 41s. 
The ſcenes of war were diverſified beyond an ex- 
ample, on the enſanguined pages of hiſtory. His 
occaſions were often new and diſtreſſing ; but the 
reſources of his mind were always adequate to 
them. The ſcales of ' war, in which were poiſed 
the glory of the Britiſh crown and the rights and 
liberties of this new empire, vibrated to the op- 
polite extremes. More than once ſo low ſunk the 
American balance, that deſpair hung out her black 
enfigns all over the Continent. WASHINGTON 
alone with his little band ſupported courage. Nev- 
er depreſſed by diſaſter, he funk only to riſe the 
higher. Behold him retreating thro the Jerſics 
before a numerous army fluſhed with ſucceſs, his 
own army reduced to a handful of troops, dil- 
heartened, deſtitute, tracked by the blood of their 
naked feet, kept together only by love of their 
GENERAL, finking into deſpair with their del. 
ponding country. This was the glorious mo- 
ment, in which his bold genius turned the tide of 
war againit' his victorious enemies, and rouſed 
the expiring hopes and energies of his country. 
Hear the ſtory from the companion of his arms! 
—* Dreadful was the night ; it was about this 
time 


# Major Gznerail Henry Lee, 


(AS -1 
time of winter *—The ſtorm raged—the Delaware, 


rolling furiouſly with floating ice, forbad the ap- 
proach of man. WASHINGTON, feltcollected, 


viewed the tremendous ſcene—his country called ;* 


unappalled by ſurrounding dangers, he paſſed ts 
the hoſtile ſhore : He fought, he conquered. The 
morning ſun cheered the American world. Our 
country roſe on the event ; and her dauntleſs 
chief, purſuing his blow, completed in the lawns 
of Princeton, what his vaſt foul had conceived on 
the ſhores of Delaware.” 


NEEDLEss 15 it, fellow citizens, to ſingle to you 
inſtances of his warhke policy, always cautious, 
yet often unexpectedly bold ; nor of his execution, 
always ſafe, yet often rapid and furpriling. Each 
ſucceſhive campaign diſplayed them, until his vic- 
tory at Yorktown crowned his military charac- 
ter and career, and cloſed*a war as glorious to 
himſelf, as the prize, which it won, was ineſtima- 
ble to his country. 

AT the cloſe of the. war, enthroned in the aflec- 
tions of ſoldiers and of citizens, his praiſes re- 
ſounded thro the INDEPENDENT STATES 11 A uni- 
verſal acclamation. 


IT 1s here we have a novel view of heroic great- 
nels. As 1n war, fo more decidedly at the com- 
mencement of peace, humanly ſpeaking, he was 
the arbiter of his country's fate. The country 
lay at the mercy of the army, and the army had 

learned 
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learned to think that their General could do no 
wrong. At Rocky hill he ſtood, as Czfar at the 
Rubicon ; but O, how unlike Czfar in his reſ- 
olution ! Having conquered foreign enemies 1n 
2 revolutionary day, he was, as Cromwell, in the 
heart of the country, with the lower of his troops 
devoted to his wiſhes ; nay halt inviting ham to 
redreſs their wrongs, and for himſelf to afſlume what 
title and elevation he ſhould chooſe. But he was 
ſolicitous only to convert his brave ſoldiers to 
peaceful citizens, and to relign the ſtaff of com- 
mand for the humble plough. As the boaſtful 
conqueror of Italy, but fugitive hero of Egypt, he 
found the ſyſtem of confederation inſufficient to 
protect the republic ; but ſeems not once to have 
thought, that a General with a corps of grenadiers 
was the /age/t body to reform it. 


Fax other thoughts, at this crilis, employed his 
great and good mind. Perceiving jealoutics riſing 
between the ſoldier and citizen, the father of both, 
he ſopthed and counſelled them. He perſuaded 
the retiring ſoldier to a gentle and courteous car- 
riage, and the citizen with juſtice to appreciate, 
and with honor and generolity to reward the toils 
and ſufferings, which had been the price of his 
independence. Who can read his circular addreſs 
to the States and his farewel orders to the army, 
and not imagine that he has found the charm, 
which recovered to uniſon the diſcordant voices 
and intereſts of the nation. 


BEFORF 


Lo 1 
BzYroRE we loic hight of the GENERAL, permit 
me, tor a moment t@& compire lum——awth 


whom ? 'the pages. of anttent and-of modern hits 
tory preſent not an example of this heroic, unam« 
bitious, benelicient greatneſs, Other heroes have 
there been, whoſe names have blazed with: glory 
throughout the world as well as his: But what 
was Alexander or Cafar., what was Lewis or Fred- 
erick, compared with our WASHING TON ? Ter- 
ror ſpread thro the world before theirrarns, and 
deflolation and flavery followed. in their train, 
Their cauſe was domination ;- | their tucceis all 
their glory ; a glory, which preſerves their names 
only to couple them with infamy and the execra- 
tion of mankind, - But over the talents and ſuc+ 
cels of WASHINGTON, virtue, and religion caſt 
their facred luſtre. His cauſe was righteous. ; and 
his humanity ſoftened as much as poſtible the rig- 
ors and misfortunes infeperable| from war. He 
mourned in the field of victory ; he wept over 
the captive ſpy, white his firm hand ſanctzoned 
the warrant, which conſigned him to execution. 
Ardent and intrepid as Czfar in the field, in the 
tent he kneeled a humble ſuppliant to the God of 
armies. And what aſfurance did it once 2mpart 
to his army to behold their General, when enter- 


ing an engagement, dropping the reins upon his 
horſe and railing his hands in prayer to the great 
Arbiter of battle. Such picty, while it tended to 
engage the divine blefling and to ſecure the paim 
” - * ” ” a " m _ * ; . : , a 
of victory. 1s an mmorta! C101 Y 1 13S character. 
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Mox arty and religion were a part of nts ſy{- 
tem of military diſcipline, with which he labored 
to perfe& his army, both by his own ſteady ex- 
ample, and by frequent general orders. Profane- 
neſs was abaſhed at his preſence ; and gambling 
concealed her guilty head, or appeared but to be- 
tray the ſoldier to ſtripes, and the officer to de- 
gradation. Which ſhall we here moſt admire, 
the ſound policy of the Gznerar, or the incor- 
ruptible integrity of the CHRISTIAN ? 


Havms reſigned to Congreſs the commiſſion, 
which with reluctant modeſty he had accepted, 
he hurried to his ſweet and ever welcome retreat, 
impeded only by the grateful honors, which thou- 
ſands crowded to pay, and followed by the unit- 
ed benedictions of a whole great people. 


Taz human genius commonly ſuffers a narrow 
limitation ; and few are the men, who are born 
to excel in more, than one ſphere. But WASH- 
ING'TON 1s a marked exception from this gener- 
al rule. Like the glorious ſun, having diſpelled 
the ſtorm and cloudy horrors of war, he ſhone in 
peace with a mild and beneficent radiance. For 
{oon we behold him, again obedient to the voice 
of his country, preſiding in the aflembly of /ages,* 
and fanftioning with his own great name, the 
production of their cool counſels, a ſyſtem of gov- 
crnment the admiration of the old world, and the 
pride and felicity of the new. 


Ix 
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In organizing the new government, every eye, 
true, as the magnet to the pole, was attracted to 
the illuſtrious Farmer, and deſignated him the 
firſt PRESIDENT of a nation, whoſe independ- 
ence and conſtitutional eſtabliſhment owed 10 
much to his valor and wiſdom. WASHINGTON 
had conquered his enemies ; here you ſhall ſee 
him conquering himſelf. Warworn, glad to have 
iiniſhed the fatigues and labors of a long conteſt, 
and to have eſcaped the painfulneſs of an high 
office, which ſubjected him to the plotting envy of 
preſumptuous rivals, and to the open and ſecret 
malice of cauſeleſs enemies, he was reclining in the 
boſom of retirement and peace. The meaſure of 
his glory, the world ſaid, was full. O judge then 
with what regret he heard the ſummons of his 
country to repair to the helm of ſtate, an office un- 
tried and moſt highly reſponſible. © No event,” 
ſays he in his firſt addreſs to the national legiſla- 
ture, © could have hlled me with greater anxieties. 
But the voice of my country I can never hear, 
but with veneration and love.” He ſacrificed ev- 
cry perſonal conſideration to patriotiſm, and with 
2 humility which exalted greatneſs, having ſolicit- 
ed the candor of his country, and molt fervently 
ſupplicated the favor of heaven, he entered his 


civil career, * 


Trxz time of peace gives birth to achievements 


leſs ſplendid, than thoſe of war, but not leſs eſtim- 
able. 


» April 30th, 1739. 
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ble; - A fortunate coincidence 'of circumtances 
has 'often Jaurcled a warrior, who had neither 
valor nor conduct. But ſucceſs, in civil adminy- 
tration? is the reſult of talents, application, and in- 
zeerity. And never did ſupreme magitirate exhnb- 
ir'theſe with happier effe&, than WASHING TON 
in his eight years' Prefidency, | He was conciuia- 
tory, yet firm in the forcign relations of the gov- 
ernment ;- mild and acccflible,.dignificd ;and juſt 
intlec domeſtic. ths lifted arm 4pread. terror. a- 
mong_ the reftlets ſavages of the wildernets ;. but 
when they came to fue tor peace,hls paternal tend- 
ernels melted- them to grateful affettion ; a fater 
guarantee -t0\gur frontiers,-than a-parchment. of 
names and promiles. : 


Evrort has cver been a fitful affemblage of jar- 
ring ſtates, in whoſe quarrels this continent, as 
colonics, has always been involved. In the pref 
ent unexampled conflict between thrones and Ith- 
ertiniſm, between government and anarchy, both 
parties employed all their addreſs to ally this 
youthful but robuſt country. But WASHINGTON, 
juſt to both, partial to neither, by his proclama- 
tion of neutrality, held- our country aloof from 
the ſtorm ; which, bleſſed by his pacific counſels 
and thoſe of his TRULY woRTHY SUCCESSOR, ON- 
ly hears the diſtant thunder, which rends the to- 
tal fabric.of Europe. 

AT length the period arrived, long 1ghed for 


Y 


DY 


C8 3 
by hinifeh, long with aftectionate fohcrtude delay- 
cd by. lis country, an which he:rehgned bis offi. 
cial ite... The occalion (who has. yet fargatten, 
who can ever forget it) filled his boſom with all 
the {cnhibilities of a dying anxious father. Has 
CHILDREN, (tor hcaven wrote him . childleſs, that 
millions might find in him 2 father) from: the 
ene cxtremity of the Union to the other, hiftened 
to.hear his parting counſel. He gave it. .O pre» 
cious legacy of love and wiſdom | Magiſtrates, t 
1s Your polar ſtar; . by this {hall you ſafely con- 
duet the-political bark. Citizens, it is the girdle 
of your union; © a band to incloſe, concibate, 
and ftrengthen the whole of your wonderful and 
almoſt buundleſs communities. - Read, prelerve 
the ſacred depolite ; and leſt poſterity ſhould tor- 


vet the truth of its maxims, engrave them on his 


tomb, that they may xcad them, when. they weep 


7 


before 1t.* 


Ay 


Havinc once more refiznedf the honors of af- 
he had held «© un{ought unfullied,” 
his favorite Mount -to wait tag 

great change of nature. 
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WASHINGTON, his head now filvered with 
age, but his mind ſtill ſound and his health vigor- 
ous, heard the menace with indignation. And 
tho for more, than fifteen years, in war and 
peace, he had filled the firſt office in the gift of 
his country, and might have filled it till his 
death, he accepted* a /ieutenancy to repel her dan- 
gers. With what confidence did we caſt our 
eyes upon the old warrior, again in armor, when 
our dangers thickened from abroad ? Juſt was 
that confidence ; for foon the inſulting demand 
of tribute at the peril of war was ſhifted to a 
cringing ſuit for negociation and peace. 

Trvs lived this HERO and STATESMAN. Shall 
I tell you how he dicd ? It was worthy fuch a 
life. Death, like the fleep of evening after a well 
fpent day, was welcome ; and © with his own 
unſhaken hand he cloſed his eyes.”** The mighty 
Czſar, having hlled the world with the glory 
and the miſcry of his victories, fell by the daggers 
of the nobleſt men in Rome. WASHINGTON, 
when the prayers of his country could avail no 
longer, leaves millions to bleſs his memory and 
fo water his grave with their tears,} 


His character reſults from his life. Sullied it 
is not by any folly of youth, or by any vice or 
misfortune of age. Heaven was pleaſcd to adorn 
tis foul with a ſplendid variety of talents and vir- 
tuzs, and to place him in the age and country 

entirely 


* $798. 


+ Died December 14th, 1799. 
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[683- | 
entirely adapted to their exhibition. Both hem- 
iſpheres concur in calling him of great men the 
greateſt, and of good men the beſt. In the union 


of goodneſs and greatneſs he preſented a rare 
view of human nature. For commonly thoſe 
preeminent talents, which commanded the admi- 
ration of mankind, have -been attended by vices, 
which forbade their e/feem. The ſoil, which bears 
the majeſtic oak, ſends up the poiſonous 1vy to 
entwine and ſhade it. But the visTuzs of 
WASHINGTON were as ſublime as his AaB1Li- 
TIES. 


Few mount to any glorious height without 
becoming giddy. But zz was never more mader- 
ate, than when the nation was in his power ; nev- 
er more mode/?, than when the world rung the 
loudeſt with his praiſes. His courage was of an 
original temper ; he fled not even from the re- 
proach, of cowardice. But ſo ſoon as a juſt occa- 
ton was given, he expoſed his body to the ſhock 
of battle. 


His noble perſon at once announced the ma- 
jeſty of his mind ; and his countenance, while it 
commanded reverence, invited love and confi- 
dence. His loftineſs of ſpirit was ſo attempered 
with ſweetneſs of demeanor, that his inferiors, 
(he had no equals) were never hurt by his ſupe- 
riority. Tho his greatneſs was mild, it never de- 
{cended even to innocent levity. It has been re- 
marked by an officer, who was near his perſon, 

that 
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WASHINGTON, his head now filvered with 
age, but his mind ſtill ſound and his health vigor- 
ous, heard the menace with indignation. And 
tho for more, than fifteen years, in war and 
peace, he had filled the firſt office in. the gift of 
his country, and might have filled at till his 
death, he accepted* a /ieutenancy to repel her dan- 
gers. With what confidence did | we caſt our 


Eyes upon the old warrior, again in armor, when *' 


our dangers thickened from abroad ? Juſt was 
that confidence ; for foon the inſulting demand 
of tribute at the peril of war was ſhifted to a 
cringing ſuit for negociation and peace. 


Tnvs lived this HERO and STATESMAN. Shall 
I tell you how he dicd ? It was worthy fuch a 
life. Death, like the ſleep of evening after a well 
fpent day, was welcome ; and ©& with his own 
unſhaken hand he cloſed his eyes.” The mighty 
Czſar, having hlled the world with the glory 
and the miſcry of his victories, fell by the daggers 
of the nobleſt men in Rome. WASHINGTON, 
when the prayers of his country could avail no 
longer, leaves milhons to bleſs his memory and 
fo water his grave with their tears.} 


His character reſults from his life. Sullicd it 
is not by any folly of youth, or by any vice or 
misfortune of age. Heaven was pleaſed to adorn 
his foul with a ſplendid variety of talents and vir- 
tues, and to place him in the age and country 

entirely 
+ Died December 14th, 1799, 
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entirely adapted to their exhibition. Both hem- 
iſpheres concur in calling him of great men the 
greateſt, and of good men the beſt. In the union 
of goodneſs and greatneſs he preſented a rare 


view of human nature. For commonly thoſe 
preeminent talents, which commanded the admi- 
ration of mankind, have -been attended by vices, 
which forbade their e/cem. The ſoil, which bears 
the majeſtic oak, ſends up the poiſonous 1vy to 
entwine and ſhade it. But the visTues of 
WASHINGTON were as ſublime as his ABILi- 
TIES. 


Few mount to any glorious height without 
becoming giddy. But zz was never more moder- 
ate, than when the nation was in his power ; nev- 
er more mode/?, than when the world rung the 
loudeſt with his praiſes. His courage was of an 
original temper ; he fled not even from the re- 
proach. of cowardice. But ſo ſoon as a juſt occa- 
ton was given, he expoſed his body to the ſhock 
of battle. 


Hs noble perſon at once announced the ma- 
jelty of his mind ; and his countenance, while it 
commanded reverence, invited love and confi- 
dence. His loftineſs of ſpirit was ſo attempered 
with ſweetneſs of demeanor, that his inferiors, 
(he had no equals) were never hurt by his ſupe- 
riority. Tho his greatneſs was mild, it never de- 
{cended even to innocent levity. It has been re- 
marked by an officer, who was near his perſon, 

that 
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that, for-the ſeven firſt years of the'war, a' ſmile 
was fot once ſeen upon” ns je 5004 Au 


MozT feem anxions to deſcribe m bly character 
whit is great alone ; but it is incomplete while are 
withholden thoſe amiable traits, which adorned 
Love of country 
was his paramount paſſion ; but never chilled the 
ſoftcr affections, which flowed in the Eindeft en- 
dearnients to his conſort, and gentle manners 


Kkis retired and unoflicial he. 


to his domeſtics. An aftecting tenderneſs, doub- 


ly endeared by majeſtic dignity, beamed from 
his countenance on all around him. He Tfeemed 
to be the raTutrR of the multitudes, which 
thronted hs fteps. . And never will be forgotten 
the affeftronate refpect, which or all occaſions he 
rendered to the fairer ſex. While he Ttved, this 
parttality was faithfoally repaid 3 and now he' is 
dead, his country has no honors to beſtow upon 
Ins memory ſo fair, as the tears, which ſuffuſe 
ther heavty. 


\ 


A SKETCH of the lite and ſome traits of - the 
character of tins great man have now been at- 
teinpted. The juſt and equal charaQer ſhall rife 
aereatter from the Hiſtoric pencil of a Ramſay, 

Mmot, or a Humphreys, like a noble fabric, com- 
biting the uſeful, the beantiful, and the magnifi- 
cent'1n pertect proportion and harmony. But 
3 glory 1n believing that the foundation on which 
the original has been reared, was religion. This 
etheril ſpirit pervaded his ' mind, animated his 


VIITUCS 


UW Þ 
virtues, invigorated his talents, and, by inducing 
the divine bleſling, ſecured facceſs. It is' his beſt 
eulogrum, atteſted by his/-public'a&ts and private 
life, that zz was 4 CHRISTIAN: 


In reviewing the important period, filled by 
the hfe of WASHINGTON, in recurring to the 
great i{cenes, the intereſting incidents, the orig- 
inal fituations, in which ſucceflively he has been 
placed, all which compriſe the birth, the infancy, 
and manhood of this vaſt empire, unworthy ſhall 
we be to have had ſuch a blefling, if we do-not 
this day mingle the tears of pious gratitude for 
the be/totoment with thoſe of national grief for the 
lofs of this great man. It is our duty to remem- 
ber him as a Pz0/7DENTIAL man, given, furniſhed, 
and ſupported for the glory and happineſs of this 
new world. Criminal 1s our admiration; if it rifc 
not above the creature. In this bright aflemblage 
of virtues and talents, we have ſeen an emblem 


of their divine Original ; but an emblem '7+7- 
NITELY HUMBLE, It 1s as the ſhooting meteor of 


night, compared with the perennial glories of the 
ſun. Let our juſt admiration of the'man lead us 
profoundly to adore the CREATOR ; and the 
affectionate honors, which are this day untverfal- 
ly paid to his memory, excite a univerſal and 
moſt fervent gratitude to God, who gave him to 


our country. 


Tro our firſt thanks are due to God, we muit 


gratefully remember WASHINGTON, the brit 
» - among 
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among human benefa&tors. Gratefully remember 
him ! God grant there be no idolatry in the hon- 
ors, which his countrymen 1o ardently pay him. 
The ſuperb mauſoleum will ſoon rife in the Me- 
tropolis, to cover his precious duſt ; the breath- 
ing marble and animated braſs ſhalt vic to ſhow 
his majeſtic mein and perſon. , The poet, the bi- 
ographer, and hiſtorian ſhall bring their tributa- 
ry honors. The matchleſs pencil of 'Trumbull 
ſhall give to the admiring world imitative ſcenes 
of his glorious life. But dearer than all, his mon- 
ument is already erected in every bofom, and his 
ſervices recorded upon the fleſhly table of every 
heart. Father to ſon, in family hiſtory, ſhall 
tranſmit his life and virtues, as ſubjects of grate- 
ful memory and of humble imitation. < Deſpair, 
my child,” ſhall the parent ſay, © to be as great, 
but contend carneſtly to be as good, as WASH- 
INGTON.” Thus « Columbia's Guardian” ſhall 
{till live on earth in his bright example, and ſhow- 
er bleſſings on his country, while he © fleeps in 
duſt.” Future Generals ſhall hold him their 
model, and add to their glory by imitating his 
humanity to enemies and his affetionate tender- 
neſs to ſoldiers, the corre&neſs of his morals and 
the piety of his manners. Future Preſidents, as 
his compatriot the ILLUSTRIOUS ADAMS, who 
fills the chair with rival dignity and wiſdom, 
ſhall be richer bleſſings to their country thro his 
exampie, Such are the honors, which till await 


Our 


[ 3 


our beloved WASHINGTON BxLow ; let us pre- 
pare my fellow mortals, to behold with exulta- 


tion the honors, which crown him 4z0Ys. 
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ADDRESS 


Teouge WY aohimgton, 


ON DECLINING BEING CONSIDERED A CANDIDATE 


FOR THE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES» 


_ n_—EP FN NP DFE arm 
To Tt#s PEOPLE os 7#s UNITED STATES. 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 


'T HE period for a new. election of a cit- 
izen, to adminiſter the executive-government of the 
United States, being not far. diſtant, and' the time 
actually arrived, when your thoughts muſt be em- 
ployed in deſignating the perſon, whois to be cloth- 
ed with that important; truſt, it appears to me prop- 
er, eſpecially as it may. conduce to a more diſtinct 
expreſlion of the public voice, that I ſhould now 
appriſe you of the reſolution I have formed, to de- 
cline being conſidered among the number of thoſe, 
out of whom a choice is to be made. 


I beg you, at the ſame time, to do me the juſtice 
to be aflured, that this reſolution has not been tak- 
en without a ſtri& regard to all the conſiderations 
appertaining to the relation, which binds a dutiful 
citizen to his cquntry ; and that, in withdrawing 
the tender of ſervice, which filence in my ſituation 
might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of 
zeal for your future intcreſt ; no deficiency of 
grateful reſpect for your paſt kindneſs : But am ſup- 
ported by a full conviction that the ſtep is compati- 
ble with both. 


The 


is, 


The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in 
the office to which your ſuffrages have twice called 
me, have been a uniform facrihce of inclination_ to 


the opinion of duty, and to a deference for what ap-. 


peared to be your deſire. I conſtantly hoped, that 
it would have been much earlier 1n my power, 


conſiſtently with motives, which I was not at liberty 


to diſregard, to return to that- retirement, from 
which I had been reluctantly drawn. 'The ſtrength 
of my inclination to do this, previous to- the. laſt 
clection, had even led: to the preparation of an ad- 
dreſs to declare it to you ;. but mature reflection 
on the then perplexed and critical poſture of our 
affairs with foreign nations, and- the unanimous; ad- 
vice of perſons entitled to my conhdence, umpelled 
me to abandon the idea. 


I rejoice, that the ſtate of your concerns, external 
as. well as internal, no longer renders the purſuit of 
inclination incompatible with the. ſentiment of du- 
ty, or propriety ; and am perſuaded, whatever par- 
tiality may be retained for my ſervices, that, in the 
preſent circumſtances of our country, you will not 
diſapprove my determination to retire. 


The impreſſions, with which I firſt undertook the 
arduous truſt, were explained on the proper Occa- 
hon. In the diſcharge of this truſt, I will only ſay, 
that I have, with good intentions, contributed to- 
wards the organization and adminiſtration of the 
government, the beſt exertions, of which a very tal- 
ible judgment was capable. Not unconſcious, in 
the outſet, of the inferiority of my qualifications, 
experience, in my own eycs, perhaps {till more in 
the eyes of others, has ſtrengthened the motives to 
diſidence of myſelf ; and every day the increaling 
weight of years admoniſhes me more and more, 


that the ſhade of retirement is as necefſary to me 
as 
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as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circum- 
ſtances have given peculiar value to my ſervices, 
they were temporary, I have the conſolation to be- 
lieve, that, while choice and prudence invite me to 
quit the political ſcene, patriotiſm does not forbid it. 


In looking forward to the moment, which 1s in- 
tended to terminate the career of my public life, my 
feelings do not permit me to ſuſpend the deep ac- 
knowledgment of that debt of gratitude, which 1 
owe to my beloved country, for the many honors 
it has conferred upon me ; ſtill more for the ſtedfait 
confidence with which it has ſupported me ; and 
for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of mani1- 
feſting my inviolable attachment, by ſervices faith- 
tul and perſevering, though in uſetulneſls unequal 
to my zeal. It benefits have refulted to our coun- 
try from theſe fervices, let it always be remembered 
to our praiſe, and as an in{trutive example 1n our 
annals, that under circumſtances in which the pat- 
fions, agitated in every directon, were hable to 
miſlead, amidit appearances ſometimes dubious,— 
vicifhitudes of fortune, often diſcouraging in fitua- 


| tions, in which not unfrequently want of ſucceſs 


has countenanced the ſpirit of criticiſm—the con- 
ſtancy of your ſupport was the effential prop of the 
eftorts, and a guarantee of the plans by which they 
were eftected. - Profoundly penetrated with this 
idea, I thall carry it with-me to my grave, as a 
ſtrong incitement to uncealing vows, that Heaven 
may continue to you the choiceſt tokens of its be- 
nihcence—that your union and brotherly affetion 
may be perpetual—that the free Conſtitution, which 
!s the work of your hands, may be facredly main- 
taimed—that its adminiſtration in every department 
may be ſtamped with wiſdom and virtue—that, in 
fine, the happineſs of the people of thele States, un- 
gcr the aufpices of liberty, may be made complete, 
by 
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by ſo careful a perſervation and ſo prudent a uſe of FE 
this bleſſing, as will acquire to them the glory of _ 
recommending it to the applauſe, affection, and 5: 
adoption of every nation which is yet a ſtranger to it, E. 
EF" 5) 

Here perhaps, I ought to ſtop. But fſolicitude TN 
for your welfare, which cannot end but with my F ; 


life, and the apprehenſion of danger, natural to that as 
folicitude, urge me, on an occaſion like the preſent, 
to ofter to your folemn contemplation, and to re- | 
commend to your frequent review, ſome ſentiments, b 
which are the reſult of much refletion, of no incon- , 
ſiderable obſervation, and which appcar to me all- : 
important to the permanency of your felicity as a 
people. _ Theſe will be offered to you with the = 
more freedom, as you can only teel in them the | 


diſintereſted warnings of a parting triend, who can £26 
poſlibly have no pertonal motive to bias his coun- ou 
ſel. Nor can I forget, as an encouragement. to it, F: 
your indulgent reception of my ſentiments on 2 of 
tormer and not diſſimilar occaſion. > 
Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every it 
ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of Thi 
mine 1s neceſlary to fortify or confirm the attach- >. 
ment. vhs 
The unity of Government which conſtitutes you $15 
one people, 1s alſo now dear to you. It is juſtly fo; _ 
for it 18 a main pillar in the ediſice of your real In- tg 
dependence, the ſupport of your tranquillity at oe 
home, your Peace abroad ; of your fatety ; of your Py 
Protectty 3 ;. of that very liberty which you fo high- & 
2M ohms But, as it 1s eaſy to forelee, that from 1D 
difterent cauſes and from different quarters, much MN 
pains will be taken, many artiſices employ ed, to op 
weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth ; dt 
as this is the point in Your political fortreſs, "gs EY 
which the battcries of internal and external enemie $5 
Ty T Th 
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will be moſt conſtantly and aQively, (though often 
covertly and infidioufly) directed, it 1s of infinite 
moment that you ſhould properly eſtimate the im- 
menſe value of your National Union, to your col- 
leftive and individual happineſs ; that you ſhould 
cheriſh a cordial, habitual, and immoveable attach- 
ment to'it ; accuſtoming yourſelves to think and 
ſpeak of it as of the palladium of your poknical 
ſafety and proſperity, watching for its preſervation 
with jealous anxiety ; diſcountenancing whatever 
may fuggeſt even a ſuſpicion. that it can in any 
event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning 
upon the firſt dawning of every attempt to alienate 
any portion of our country from the reſt, or to en- 
feeble the ſacred ties, which now link together the 


various parts. 


For this, you have every inducement of ſympathy 
and intereſt. Citizens, by - birth or choice, of -a 
common country, that country has a right to-con- 
centrate your affetions. The name of AMERICAN, 
which belongs to you, in your national capacity, 
muſt always exalt the juſt pride of patriotiſm, more 
than any appellation derived from local diſcrimina- 
tions. With flight tThades of difference, you have 
the ſame religion, manners, habits and political 
principles. You have, in a common cauſe, fought 
and triumphed together ; the independence and 
liberty you poſleſs are the work of: joint councils, 
and joint efforts, of common dangers, ſufferings, 
and fucceſles, 


But theſe conſiderations, however powerfully 
they addreſs themſelves to your ſenſibility, are 
greatly outweighed by thoſe which apply more im- 
mediately to your intereſt. Here every portion of 
our country finds the moſt commanding motives for 
carefully guarding and preſerving the union of the 
whole. 

The 


m2 


The North, in an unreſtrained intercourſe with 
the South, protected by the equal laws of a common 
government, finds in the productions of the latter, 
great additional reſources of maritime ' and: coms 
mercial enterprife, and precious materials of manu- 
tacturing induſtry. The South; in the ſame inter- 
courſe, beneliting by the agency of the” North, ſees 
its agriculture grow, and its corfhmerce .expand. 
Turning partly into its own'channel3 the ſeamen of 
the North, it finds its particular navigation inviga- 
rated—and while 1t contributes, in difterent ways, 
to nouriſh 'and increaſe the general maſs of the'na- 
tional navigation, it looks forward to the protection 
of a maritime RIcngr, to which itſelf 18 unequally 
adapted. The Eatt in a like intcrcourſe with the 
Welt, already finds, and in the progrefliive improve 
ment of interior communications, by land and was 
ter, —will more and more find 2 valuable vent for 
the commodities which it brings trom abroad,..or 
manufactures at home. The Wet derives from the 
Eaſt ſupphes requiſite to _1ts growth and comfort— 
and, what is perhaps of {till greater contlequence, it 
muſt of neceflity owe the ſecure enjoyment of indil- 
penſable outlets tor its own _ productions to the 
weighty, influence, and the future maritime ſtrength 
of the Atlantic {ide of the Union, directed by an 1n- 
difloluble community of 1nterelt as oze nation. Any 
other tenure. by which the Weſt can hold this et- 
ſential advantage, whether derived from its own 
{ſeparate ſtrength, or from an apoſtate and unnatural 
connettion with we, foreign power, muſt be 1n- 
trinhcally precariou 


While, then, every part of our country thus feels 
an immediate and particular intereſt in Union, 'all 
the parts combined cannat fail to itnd in the united 
maſs of means and efforts, greater ſtrength, 3: 2008 
relource, proportionably greater 1c ecurity, from ex 


rernal-danger, a leſs frequent interruption of their 
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peace by foreign-nations ; and, what is of incſtima- 
ble value'! they muſt derive from Union an exemp- 
tion from thoſe broils and wars between themſelves, 
which ſo frequently aMict neighboring countries, 
not tied together by the fame government ; which 
their own rivalſhips alone would be ſufficient to 
produce, but which oppoſite foreign alliances, at- 
tachments and intrigues would ſtimulate and im- 
bitter. Hence, likewiſe they will avoid the neceſſi- 
ty of thoſe overgrown military c{tabliſhments,which 
under any form of government, are jnauſpicious to 
oy wn + and which are to be regarded as particular- 
ly holtile to Republican Liberty : In this ſenſe it is, 
that your Union ought to. be confidered as a main 
prop of your liberty, and that the love of the one 
ought to endear to you the preſervation of the 
other. 


Theſe conſiderations ſpeak 2 perſuafiye language 
to every reflefting and virtuous mind, and exhib 
the continuance of the Un1ox as a primary objet of 
patriotic defire. Is there a doubt, whether a com- 
mon government can embrace ſo large a ftphere ?— 
Let experience ſolve it. To liſten to merc fpecula- 
tion in ſuch a caſe were criminal. We are autho- 
riſe> to hope that a proper organization, of 'the 
whole, with the auxiliary agency, of governments 
for the reſpective ſubdiviſtions, will afford a happy 
iflae to the experiment. It is well worth a fair and 
full experiment. With ſuch powerful and obvious 
motives to Union, affeting all parts of our country, 
while experiment ſhall not have demonſtrated, its 
impracticability, there will always be reaſon to dil- 
truſt the patriotiſm of thoſe, who in any quarter 
may endeavor to weaken its bands, 


In contemplating the cauſes which may diſturb 
our Union, it occurs as matter of ferious concern, 
that any ground ſhould be furniſhed for charac- 
terifing parties, by Geographical difcriminations— 
Northern 
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Northern and Southern—Atlantic and - Weſtern ; 
whence dehigning men may endeavor to excite a 
belief, that there is a real difference of local inter- 
eſts and views. One of the expedients of party to 
acquire influence, within particular diſtricts, is- to 
miſrepreſent the opinions and aims of other diſtrits. 
You cannot thield yourſelves too much againſt the 
jealoukes and heart burnings which ſpring trom-theſe 


miſrepreſentations : they tend to render alien to each. 


other' thoſe ought to, be bound: together affection; 
— The inhabitants of our weſtern, country have 
lately had a uſeful leflon on this head : They have 
feen, in the negocaation by the Executive, and in 
the unanimous ratification by the Senate, of the 
Treaty with Spain, and 1n the univerſal ſatisfaction 
at that event, throughout the United States, a de- 
ciſiye proof how unfounded were the ſuſpicions 
propagated among them, of a policy in the general 
government and in the Atlantic ftates unfriendly 
to their intereſts mn regard to the Mifkfippi ; they 
Have been witnedles to the formation of two- trea- 
ties, that with Great Britain and that with; Spaln, 
which ſecure to them every thing they could de- 
fire, in reſpe&t to our foreign relations, towards 
confirming their proſperity. Will it not be their 
wiſdom to rely for the preſervation of theſe advan- 
tages on the union by which they were procured ? 
Will they not henceforth be deaf to thoſe adviſers, 
if ſuch they are, who would fever them from their 
brethren, and conne& them with aliens * 


To the efficacy and permanency of your Umon, 
2 government for the whole is indiſpentable. No 
alhances, however {tri&, between the parts can be 
an adequate ſubſtitute ; they will inevitably expe- 
rience the infractions and interruptions: which all 
alliances in all rimes have expericnced—Senhible of 
this momentous truth, you have unproved upon 


your firſt eſſay, by the adoption of a conſtitution of 
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a government better calculated/than your former 
for an intimate Union, and for the eftcacious man- 
agement of your common concerns, This groondr 
ment, the oftspring of your own choice, uninfluenced 
and unawed, adopted upon tull inveſtigation and ma- 
ture deliberation, completely tree in its ' principles, 
in the diſtribution of 1ts powers, uniting ſecurity 
with energy, and containing within itlelt a -provi- 
fion for 1ts- own amendment,” has a juſt claim to 
your conlidence and your ſupport.' - Reſpect for its 
authority, compliance with its laws, acquicſence in 
its meaſures, are duties enjoined by the tundament- 
al maxims of true liberty. 'The baſis of our politi- 
cal ſyſtems is the right of the people to make and to 
alter their conſtitutions of government. - But, the 
conſtitution which at any time exiſts, till changed 
by an explicit and authentic a& of the whole - peo- 
ple, is ſacred obligatory upon all. The very idea of 
the power and the right of the people to eſtabliſh 
government, pre-{uppoſes the duty of every indi- 
vidual to obey the eſtabliſhed government. 


All obſtructions to the execution of the Laws, all 
combinations and afſlociations, | under whatever 
plauſible character, with the real deſign to direct, 
control, counteract or awe- the regular delibera- 
tion and action of the conſtituted authorities, are 
deſtructive of this fundamental principle, and of 
fatal tendency. * They ſerve to organize fation, to 
give 1t an artificial and extraordinary force—to put 
in the place of the delegated will of the nation, the 
will of a party, often a 1mall but artful and enter- 
prifing minority of the community ; and, accord- 
ing to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to 
make. the public adminiſtration the mirror of .the 
1 concerted and incongruous projects of taction, 


£ 


rather than the organ of conliitent and wholeſome 
plans digeited by common councils and modified by 
mutual intereſts. © 

Howevcr 
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However. combinations . or aſlociations of the 
above deſcription, may now and then anfwer-popu- 
lar ends, they are likely in the courſe of time and 
things, to become potent engines, by which cun- 
ning, ambitious and unprincipled men, will be en- 
abled to ſubvert the power of the people, and to 
uſurp tor themſclves the reins. of government ; de- 
ltroying afterwards the yery,, cugines which have 
lifted them to unjuſt dominion, 
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Towards the preſervation of your government; 
and the permanency of .your preſent. happy ſtate, it 
1s requiltite, not only that you ſteadily, diſcounte- 
nance irregular oppoſition to its acknowledged au- 
thority, but alſo that you reſiſt with care, the ſpirit 
of innovation upon its principles, however ſpecious 
the pretexts. One method of. aflault may be: to 
eftect in the forms of the conſtitution; alterations 
whach will impair the energy of the' ſyſtem, and 
thus to undermine what cannot ' be directly over- 
thrown. In all the changes to which you may be 
invited, remember that time and habit are-at leaſt 
as n eceflary to fix the true character of government, 
as of other human inſtitutions that experience 15 
the ſureſt '{tandard, by which to teſt the real "ten- 
dency of the exiſting conſtitution of a country—that 
facili ity in changes upon the credit of mere on 
thelis and opinion, expoſes to perpctual change 
from the endleſs variety” of hypothehs and opin- 
ION ; and remember, eſpecially, that for: the efh- 

cient m LNAagement of your COMNIONn tereſt, 1n a 

| country ſo extenſive as ours, a government of. as 
much vigor as is conhiltent with the pertect ſecurity 
of hiberty, 1s indifpenhible. Liberty it{clt will 1 find 
in ſuch a government, with powers properly diftri- 
buted and adjuſted, its ſureſt guardian, It 1s, m- 
deed, little elſe than a name, 'where the TgOVErn- 
ment 1s too feeble to withſtand the ente rpriſes of 
faction, to confine each member of the fociety 
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within the limits preſcribed by the laws, and to 
maintain . all in the ſecure and tranquil enjoyment 
of the rights of perſon and property. 


I have already intimated to you, the danger of 
arties in the ſtate, with particular reference to the 
Hunding of them on geographical difcriminina- 
tions. Let me now take a more comprehenirve 
view and warn you in the moſt folemn manner 


againſt the banctul effects of the ſpirit of party, gen- 
erally. 


This ſpirit, unfortunately, is inſeparable trom our 
nature, havingits root in the ſtrongeſt pathons of 


| the human mind. tt exiſts under different ſhapes 


in all governments—more or leſs ſtifled, control- 
ed, or repreſſed ; but in thoſe of the popular form, 
it is ſeen in its greateſt rankneſs and 1s truly thetr 
worlt enemy. 


The alternate domination of one faction oyer 
another, ſtharpened by the ſpirit of revenge, natural 
to party diflention, which in difterent ages and 
countries. has perpetrated the moſt horrid enormi- 
ties, 1s itſelf a frightful deſpotiſm-—But this leads at 
length to a more formal and permanent deſpotitm. 
— The diforders and miſeries, which reſult, gradu- 
ally incline the .minds of men to ſeek ſecurity, and 
repole 1n the abſolute power of an individual ; and 
ſooner or later the chief of ſome prevailing faction 
more able or more fortunate than his competitiors, 
turns this diſpoſition to the purpoſes of his own el- 
evation, on the ruins of Public Liberty. 


Without looking forward to an cxtremity of this 
kind (which nevertheleſs ought not to be entirely 
out of fight) the common and contigual miſchiets 
of the 1pirit of party are ſufficient to make it the 
intereſt and duty of a wiſe people to diſcourage and 
reſtrain jt. 

It 


[ 2 } 


It ſerves always to diſtra&t the Public CounGls 
and enfeeble the Public Adminiftration. It agitates 
the community with ill founded jealoufics and falſe 
alarms ; kindles the animoſity of one part againſt 
another, foments occxtionally riot and infarrection. 
It opens the door to foreign inflaeuce and corrup- 
tion, which find a facilitated acceſs to the govern- 
ment itfelt through the channels of party paffions. 
Thus the policy and will of one country are fub- 
jected to the pohcy and will of another. 


There 15 an opinion that parties in free countries 
are uſeful checks upon the- adminiſtration of the 
overnment, and ferve to keep alive the ſpirit of 
Laberty. This within certain limits is probably 
true, and in governments of a monarchical caſt, pa- 
triotiinmay look with mdulgence,if not with favour 2 
upon the fpirit of party. But in thoſe of the pop- , 
ular character, in governments purely elective, it is } 
a ſpirit not to be encouraged. Fromtheirnaturalten- 2; 
dency it is certain there will always be'enough of that 27 
ſpirit for every falatary purpoſe. And there being 
conſtant danger of excels, the effort ought to be by 
force of Public opinion, to mitigate and atfuage it. =} 
A fire not to be quenched ; it "demands uniform + !:* 
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vigilance to prevent its burſting into a fame, leaft v 
inſtead of warming, it ſhould conſume. Fr 
It is important, likewiſe, that the habits of think- i 
ing, in a free country, ſhould inſpire caution m thoſe 15 
entruſted with its adminiſtration, to conhne them- ty 
ſelves within their reſpe@ive conſtitutional ſpheres, 1p 
avoiding, in the exercife of the powers of one de- a 
partment, to encroach upon another. The ſpirit of 2d 
encroachment tends to conſolidate the powers of all Hl 
the departments in one, and thus to create, whatev- t 
er 'the - form of government, a real deſpotifm. A = 
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juſt eſtimate 'of that love of power, and pronenels 
to abuſe it, which predominates in the human hearr 


is ſufficient to ſatisfy us of the truth of this pok- 
tron 
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tion. The neceſſity of reciprocal checks in the CX- 
erciſe of the political power ; b dividing and dif- 
tributing it into different . depoſitories, and conſti- 
tuting each the guardian of the public weal againſt 
hh. Sas by the others, has been evinced by exper- 
iments ancient and modern ; ſome of them in our 
country. and under. our own eyes. , To preferve 
them muſt be as neceflary as:/to inſtitute them, If, 
in the opinion of the people, the diſtribution or 
modilication of the conſtitutional powers be 1n any 
particular wrong, let it. be corretted by an amend- 
ment in the way, which the conſtitution deſignates 
— But let there be no change by uſurpation ; for 
though this; in- one inſtance, may be the inftru- 
ment of good, it is the cuſtomary-weapon by which 
free | governments are deſtroyed—The precedent 
muſt always greatly overbalance in permanent evil 
any partial or trankent benefit which the uſe can at 


any time yield. 


Of all the diſpoſitions and habits, which lead to 
political proſperity, religion and morality are indil- 
penſable ſupports. In vain would that man claim 
the tribute of patriotiſm, who would labor to ſub- 
vert theſe great pillars of human happinels, theſc 
lirmet; props of the dutics of men and citizens. 'The 
mere pohtician, equally with the pious man, ought 
to reipect and to cheriſh them. A volume could 
not trace all their connexions with public and priv- 
ate felicity. Let it be ſimply aſked, Where is thc 
ſecurity tor property, for reputation, for life, if a 
ienſe of religious obligation de/o*t the oaths which 
are the inſtruments of inveſtigation in courts of juſ- 
tice ? And let us with caution indulge the ſuppoſi- 
tion, that morality can be maintained without re- 
Iigion. - Whatever may be” conceded to the- influ- 
cnce of refined education, on minds of peculiar 
ltructure ; reafon and experience both forbid us to 
expect, that national morality can-prevail, in exchu- 
hon of religious principle. It 
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It is ſubſtantially true, that virtue or. morality is 
a. neceſlary ſpring of popular - government, Che 
rule, indeed, cxtends, with more or leſs force, to 
every ſpecies of free government. Who, that'is a 
lincere friend to it, can look with indifference upon 
attempts to ſhake the foundation of the fabric ? 
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Promote, then, as an object of primary import- 
ance, inſtitutions for the general diffuſion of knowl- 
edge. In proportion as the ſtructure of a govern- 
ment gives force to public opinion, it is effential 
that public opinion ſhould be enlightened. 
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As a very important fource of ſtrength and ſecu- 
rity, cheriſh public credit.” One method of pre- 
{erving it is, to uſc it as ſparingly as poflible ; avoid- 
ing occaſions of expenſe by cultivating peace ; but 
remembering alſo, that timely di{burſements to pre- 
pare for dangers, frequently prevent much greater 
dilburſements to repel it : Avoiding likewiſe the 
accumulation of debt, not only by ihunning occa- 
hons of expence, but by vigorous exertions 1n time 
of peace to diſcharge the Jebrs which unavoidable 
wars may have occaſioned, not ungeneroully throw- 
ing upon poſterity the burthen which we ourſelves 
ought to bear. 'The execution of theſe maxims be- 
longs to your repreſentatives, but it is neceflary that 
public opinion ſhould co-operate. To facthtate to 
them the performance of their duty, it is effential 
that you thould practically bear in mind that to- 
wards the payment of debts there mutt be revenue; 
—that to have revenue there muſt be' taxes—and 
none can be deviſed which are not more or leſs in- 
convenient and unpleaſant—that the intrinhe em- 
barrafiment inſeperable from the ſelettion ot the 
proper objects (which 18 always 2 choice ot dificul- 
ties)—ought to be a decilive motive tor 4a candid 
conſtruction of the conduct of the government 1n 
making it, and for a ſpirit of 2cquictcence mm the 
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meaſures for obtaining revenue which the public 
exigencies may at any time diQtate. 


Obſerve good faith and juſtice towards all na- 
tions ; cultivate peace and harmony with all-—-Re- 
ligion and Morality enjoin this conduct ; and can 
it be, that good policy does nat equally _— it ? 
It will be worthy of a free, enhghtened, and (at no 
diſtant period) a great nation, to give to mankind 
the magnanimous and too novel example of a peo- 
ple always guided by an exalted juſtice and benevo- 
lence. Who can doubt that in the courſe of time 
and things, the fruits of ſuch a plan would richly 
repay any temporary advantages which might be 
loſt by a ſteady adherence to it ? Can it be, that 
Providence has not connected the permanent fehci- 
ty of a Nation with Virtue ? 'The experiment, at 
leaſt, is recommended by every ſcntiment which en- 
nobles human nature, —Alas ! is it rendered impoſ- 
ible by its vices ? 


In the execntion of ſuch a plan, nothing is more 
eflential than that permanent, inveterate.antipathies 
againit particular Nations, and paſſionate attach- 
ments.for others ſhould be excluded ; and that in 
the of them, juſt and amicable feelings to- 
wards all ſhould be cultivated. The Nation, which 
mdulges towards another an habitual hatred, or an 
habitual fondneſs, is in ſome degree a flave.—lt is 2 
flave_to its animoſity or to its affetion, either of 
which 1s ſuſhcient to lead it aftray from its duty and 
its intereſt. Antipathy in. one nation againſt 
another diſpotes each more readily to offer inſult 
and 1njury, to lay hold of flight cauſes of umbrage, 


and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental 


or trifling occalions of diſpute occur. 


Hence frequent colliſions, obſtinate, envenomed 
and bloody conteſts. "The Nation, prompted by ill 


will 
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will and reſentment, ſometimes impels to war the 
government, contrary to the beſt calculations of 
palicy. The government ſometimes participates in 
_ the national propenſity, and adopts through paſſion 

what reaſon would reject ; at other times, it makes 
the animoſity of the nation ſubſervient to projects 
of hoſtility inſtigated by pride, ambition, and other 
ſiniſter and pernicious motives. The peace often, 


fometimes perhaps the liberty, of Nations has been 
the victim. 


So likewiſe, a paſſionate attachment of one Na- 
tion for another produces a variety of evils. Sym- 
pathy for the favorite Nation, facilitating the illu- 
tion of an imaginary eommon intereſt, in caſes 
where no real common intereſt exiſts, and infuſing 
into one the enmities of the other, betrays the 
former into 2 participation in the quarrels and wars 
of the latter, without adequate inducement or juſti- 
hcation. It leads alſo to conceſſions to the favorite 
nation of privileges denied to others, which is apt 
doubly to injure the Nation making the conceſſions ; 
by unnecefarily parting with what ought to have 
been retained ; and by exciting jealouſy, WI - will, 
and a diſpoſition to retaliate, in the parties from 
whom equal privileges are withheld :—And it gryes 
to ambitious, corrupted or deluded citizens (who 
devote themſelves to the favorite Nation) facihty to 
betray, or ſacrifice the intereſts of their own coun- 
try, without odinm, ſometimes even with popular- 
ity ; gilding with the appearances of a virtuous 
ſenſe of obligation a commendable deference for 
public opinion, or a laudable zeal for public good, 
the baſe of fooliſh compliances of ambition, cor- 
Tuption, or infatuation. 


As avenucs to forcign influence in innumerable 
ways, ſuch attachments are particularly alarming to 


the *truly enlightened and independent "nana 
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How many opportunities do they afford to tamper 
with domeſtic factions, to practice the arts of fe- 
duftion to miſlead public opinion, to influence or 
awe the public councils ; ſuch an attachment of a 
{mall or weak, towards a great and powerful na- 
tion, dooms the former to be the ſatellite of the 
latter. 


Apainſt the inſiduous wiles of foreign influence 
(I conjure you to believe me, tellow citizens) the 
jealouly of a free people ought to be conſtantly awake; 
ftince hiſtory and experience. prove that foreign in- 
fluence is one of the moſt banetul foes of Republi- 
can Government. But that jealouſy to be uſetul 
muſt be impartial ; elfe it becomes the inſtrument 
of the very influence to be avoided, inſtead of a de- 
tenſe _ againſt jt. Exceftive. partiality for one for- 
eign nation, and -cxceſlive diſlike of anotoer, cauſe 
thoſe whom they actuate to ſce danger only on one 
ſide, and ſerve to veil and even ſecond the arts of 
influence on the other, Real patriots, who may 
relilt;the intrigues of the fayorite, are hable to be- 
come ſuſpected and odious ; while its tools and 
dupes ' uſurp. the applauſe: and confidence of | the 
people, to turrender their intereſts. 


The great rule of conduct for us 1n regard to for- 
eign nations, is in extending our commercial rela- 
tions, to have with them as little political connection 
as poſiible. So tar as we have already formed en- 
gagements, let them be fullilled with pertect good 


taith.,—Here let us itop. m4 


Europe has a ſet of primary intereſts, which to us 
have none, or a very remote relation. Hence ſhe 
muſt he engaged 'in frequent controverſies, the 
cauſes of which are gilentially foreign to our con- 
cerns. Hence therefore, it muſt be unwile in us to 
implicate ourſelves, by artificial ties, in the ordi- 
nary viciitudes of her politics, or the ordinary 
combinations 
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combinations and collifions of her friendſhips,” or - 
enmities. ; 


Our detached and diſtant - fituation, mvites and | 
enables us to purſue a different courſe. If were M0 
main. one people, under an efficient government, : 
the period 1s not far off, when we may defy mate-MF 
rial injury from external annoyance ; when we: 
may take ſuch an attitude as will cauſe the ' nevus | :!. 
trahty, we may at any time reſolve: upon, to be; 
{crupulouſly reſpected ; when belligerent nations, #: 
under the impoſlibility of making acquiſitions upon | | 
us, will not lightly hazard the giving us- provoca- | | 
tion ; when we may chooſe peace'or war, as our 
intereſt, guided by quſtice, ſhall counſel. 
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Why forego the advantages of ſo peculiar a fitua- |; + 
tion ? Why quit our own, to ſtand upon foreign |, 
ground ? Why, by interweaving our deſtiny with :: 
that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and |: 
proſperity in the toils of European ambition, rival- {; 
ſhip, intereſt, humour or caprice ? 


It..15 our true policy to ſteer clear of permanent 
altances, with any portion of- the forcign world ; 
ſo far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to_ do it; 
for let me not, be underſtood as capable of patron-| 
ing infidelity to exiſting engagements. T hold the 
maxim no leis applicable to public than to private 
affairs, that honeſty 1s always the beſt policy. I re- 
peat it, therefore, let thoſe engagements be obſerv- 
ed in their genuine ſenſe. But in my opinion, it 18 
unnec{lary, and would be unwiſe to extend them. 
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Taking care always to keep ary lves, by ſuitable 
eſtabliſhm tents, on a reſpectable detenhive poſture, x 
we may ſafely truſt to tempory alliances for extras 
ordinary CMCTgeNncics. 
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recommended by policy, humanity and intereſt, — 
But even our commercial policy, ſhould hold an e- 
qual and impartial hand ; neither ſeeking nor grant- 
ing excluſive favors' or preferences ; confulting the 
natural courſe of things ; —_ and diverlifying, 
by gentle means, the ſtreams of commerce, but 
forcing nothing ; eſtabliſhing, with the powers ſo 
diſpoſed, in order to give trade a ftable courſe, to 
define the rights of our merchants, and to enable 
the government to ſupport them, conventional rules 
of 'intercourſe, the beſt that preſent circumſtances 
and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and 
hable to be from time to time abandoned or varied, 
as/expericnce and circumitances ſhall dictate ; con- 
ſtantly keeping in view, that it 1s folly in one nation 
to look for difintereſted favors from another ; that 
it muſt pay, with a portion of its independence, for 
whatever it may accept under that character ; that, 
by fuch acceptance, it may place itſelf in the condi- 
tion of having given equivalents for nominal favors, 
and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for 
not giving more. There can be no greater error 
than to expe or calculate upon real favors from 
nation to nation. It is an illuſion which experi- 
ence muſt cure, which a juſt pride ought to diſcard. 


In offering to you, my countrymen, theſe coun- 
{els of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the ſtrong and laſting impreſtion I 
could wiſh ; that they will control the utual cur- 
rent of the paſſions, or prevent our nation from 
running the courſe which has hitherto marked the 
deſtiny of nations : But if I may even flatter myſelf, 
that they may be productive of ſome partial benefit, 
ſome occaſional good ; that they may now and then 
recur to moderate the fury of party ſpirit, to warn 
againſt the miſchiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard 
againſt the impoſtures of pretended patriotiſm ; this 
hope will be a full recompenſe for the ſolicitude for 
your welfare, by which they have been dicated. 
How 


530-2 
How far, in the diſcharge of my official duties, 1 


have been guided by the principles which have been 
delineated, the public records, and other evidences 
of my conduct, muft witneſs to you and to the 
world. To myſelf, the aflurance of OWN CON- 
ſcience 1s, that 1 have at leaſt believed myſelf to be 
guided by them. 


In relation to the {till ſubfiſting war in Europe, 
my proclamatiow of the 22d of April, 1795s, is the 
index to my plan. Sanoned by your approvin 
voice, and by that of your Repreſentatives in both 
Houſes of Congrels, the ſpirit of that meaſure has 
continually governed me ; uninfluenced by any at- 
tempts to deter or divert me from it. 


After deliberate examination, with the aid of the 
beſt lights I could obtain, I was well ſatisfied that 
our country, under all the circumſtances of the caſe, 
had a right to take, and was bound in duty and in- 
tereſt to take, a neutral poſition. Having taken it, 
[ determined, as far as ſhould depend upon me, to 
maintain it with moderation, perſeverance and firm- 


nets, 


The conſiderations which refpe&t the right to 
hold this condu, it is not neceflary on this occa- 
ſion to detail. I will only obſerve, that, accordin 
to my underſtanding of the matter, that right, io 
far from being denied by any of the belligerent 
powers, has been virtually admitted by all 


The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be 1n- 
ferred, without any thing more, from the obliga- 
tion which juſtice and humanity 1mpoſe on every 
nation, in caſes, in which it is free to act, to main- 
tain inviolate the relations of peace and amity to- 
wards other nations. 


The inducements of intereſt for obſerving that 
conduct 
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conduc will be beſt referred to your own reflections 
and. experience. With me, a predominant motive 
has been to. endeavor to gain time to our country 
to ſettle and mature its yet recent inſtitutions, and 
to progrels, without interruption, to that degree of 
trength- and conſiſtency, which is neceflary to give 
it, humanly ſpeaking, the command of its own for- 
tunes. 


Though in reviewing the incidents of my admin- 
iſtration, I agz unconſcious - of intentional error, ] 
am nevertheleſs too ſenſible of my defects, not to 
think it probable that I may have committed many 
errors. Whatever they may be, I fervently beſeech 
the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I ſhall alſo carry with me the hope, 
that my country will never ceaſe to view them with 
indulgence ; and that after forty five years of my 
life dedicated to its ſervice, with an upright zeal, 
the faults of incompetent abilities will be conſigned 
to oblivion, as myſelf muſt ſoon be to the manſions 
of reſt. 


Relying on its kindneſs 1n this as in other things, 
and actuated by that fervent love towards it, which 
s 10 natural to a man who views in it the native 
foil of himſelt and his progenitors for ſeveral gener- 
ations ; I anticipate, with pleaſing expectation, that 
retreat, in which I promiſe myſelf to realize, without 
alloy, the {ſweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midft 
ot my tellow citizens, the benign influence of good 
laws under a free government—the ever favorite 
object of my heart, and the happy reward, as truſt, 
of our mutual cares, labors and dangers. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

United States, 17th September, 17906. 


